Qatar Academy
Sidra

Tel: 445 42322
Email: gasidra@qf.org.qa
www.gasidra.com.ga

Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to the first QA Sidra Secondary School newsletter for the
2016-17 academic year!

| am excited to be able to welcome back all of our returning
students, and to extend a very warm welcome to all the new
students joining us in the Secondary School for the first time.

This year we are also welcoming our first Grade 11 DP students to
QA Sidra. Wish them all success as they embark on this stage of
their IB journey.

| am very much looking forward to getting to meet all of the
students and families associated with the Secondary School, and
greeting as many of you as possible over the next few weeks. We
have already scheduled the Back to School Night for September
21, and we are planning a coffee morning in early October. | hope
to see as many of you as possible during these events, to answer
any questions you may have and to hear your comments.

As this is the first newsletter of the new school year, | would like to take
this opportunity to introduce you to some new members of the teaching
staff. | know you will be seeing them around school throughout the year,
and getting to know them better in classes, and during extra curricular
activities. Please see below to read more about them individually.

If you have any questions, | can help you in any way, or you would just
like to introduce yourself please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes,
Dr. Carolyn Mason Parker

Secondary School Principal

Diary Dates for September:

September 11-15, 2016

Eid al Adha Holiday- as
announced by the Government

September 18, 2016

First day of school- welcome
back.

September 20, 2016

Primary Back to School Night
and Introduction to the PYP

September 21, 2016

Secondary Back to School
Night and Introduction to the
MYP and DP
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Molly Mosier- Language and Literature

Hello! My husband and I are brand new to Doha and are very excited to learn
and explore. This is my second time teaching abroad, but it has been seven years
since | taught in South Korea. The past four years | taught secondary students in
Illinois, including two years in Chicago Public Schools. | hold a BA in English
from the University of Mississippi and an MA in Teaching English as a Second
Language from St. Cloud State University in Minnesota. In my free time, | enjoy
working out, reading, sewing, and traveling.

Jarrett Brown- Language and Literature

I have come to Qatar Academy Sidra with my wife, Wendy, and my daughter,
Cheyenne. Previously, | worked at Suzhou Singapore International School in
Suzhou, China for 8 years and the American International School of
Salzburg, Austria for 2 years. | am an American, and | have my BA from the
Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio, USA and Masters in Secondary
Education from Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. | have taught
MYP Language and Literature, Language Acquisition, Individuals and
Societies and Physical Education, and I will be teaching MYP Language and
Literature at QA Sidra.

I am excited to be teaching at Qatar Academy Sidra because | am interested
in learning about new cultures, and this is my first time teaching in the
region. I am looking forward to new experiences that Doha and Qatar
Academy Sidra will give to me and my family.

Jessica Bradley- Art and Design

Hello QAS community, | am excited to be here in Doha and at the Qatar
Foundation. My husband and I moved here from Beijing, China where we
lived for the the past five years. | am originally from Portland, Oregon on
the beautiful West coast of the US. Last summer | completed my Masters
of Education in International Education with an ELL specialization from
Endicott College, studying in both Switzerland and Prague, Czech
Republic. My role as a secondary Art Teacher is an exciting opportunity to
share my enthusiasm for Art Education and learn more about this region’s
fascinating Art. In my free time | enjoy training and competing in
triathlons, yoga, hiking, sketching and traveling.
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Brenda Biekx- Student Support Services

Ms. Brenda Biekx is joining QA Sidra from her native Canada. She
will be working across the whole of the Secondary School and you will
get to meet her in many different classes and different subjects. Ms.
Brenda is passionate about learning and aims to help as many students
as possible to reach their personal goals over the coming year.

Lynette Le Grange- Math and Science

My name is Lynnette le Grange and | am from the beautiful city
of Cape Town in South Africa. | joined Qatar Academy Sidra this
year to teach MYP Mathematics and Science. My career in
education started in South Africa 21 years ago and | entered the
international teaching arena 9 years ago. | gained valuable IB
MY P experience at schools in Qatar and Shenzhen, China. Out
of school I love to travel and I enjoyed the sights and cultures of
various countries in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe, and
Asia. | have an appreciation for nature and passion for wildlife
conservation. As a global citizen | feel that it is crucial to protect
our wildlife heritage. | look forward to share my knowledge and
experience with QAS students.

My favorite and most inspirational quote is “Education is the
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
I Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.

Faisal Ali- Assistant Principal and Arabic

Dr. Faisal Ali has moved to Doha with his wife and four of his
children from beautiful British Columbia in Canada. He will be
joining QA Sidra as the Secondary School assistant principal, and as
a teacher of Arabic. Dr. Faisal will be working a lot with the Arabic
and Islamic teachers this year, as they build and develop their
programmes.
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